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JACK H.: A rabies control program in Oluo.
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Economic factors, undiagnbsed illness-
es of animals, and their relatively short
lifespan hamper efforts to gather vital
statistics on the zoonoses. Rabies, at
least in most animals, is the classic ex-
ception to this.

Enzootic rabies in a southern Ohio
area accounted for 65 percent of the
State’s reported cases of canine rabies
for a 3-year period. Hundreds of per-
sons received antirabies treatment, but
little was done to eliminate the reservoir
of the disease.

Control programs were conducted be-
tween April 1957 and May 1958 in Law-
rence, Jackson, and Scioto Counties. To
combat public apathy, the cost of treat-
ment as well as the threat to public
health was stressed. Programs in the
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schools alerted children and their fam-
ilies to the situation and publicized vac-
cination clinics for unlicensed dogs.

At the clinics, held wherever there
were population concentrations, pets
were immunized for a $1 fee at the rate
of 100 per hour. In Lawrence County
more than 6,000 animals were immun-
ized, although the county had issued less
than half that number of dog licenses
the previous year.

Only two cases of canine rabies have
occurred in the three counties since the
control programs ended, and, in Ohio,
the species distribution of rabies has
been drastically altered. Major empha-
sis in control in the State is being
shifted from the canine to the wildlife
population.

BOGAN, R. H. (University of Washington, Seattle) : Removal of sewage nutrients

by algae.

To cope with the growing challenge of
water pollution by nutrient-rich wastes,
excessive growth of phytoplankton may
be controlled by diverting wastes into
other receiving waters or by treating the
wastes to remove growth-promoting sub-
stances. Phosphorus recovery appears
to be an effective and practical means of
controlling aquatic growths, but an eco-
nomically feasible process awaits devel-
opment.

In an experimental inquiry into the
usefulness of algae for recovering phos-
phorus from sewage, a high-rate process
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was developed in the laboratory whereby
soluble phosphorus reductions equivalent
to 90 percent or more were achieved
with contact times as brief as 6 to 12
hours. Subsequent studies in the field
on a larger scale showed the effective-
ness of the process to be related to avail-
able light intensity. Photosynthetic ad-
justment of pH permitted rapid removal
of phosphorus through coagulation and
sedimentation. Repeated use of algal
cell tissue in conjunction with high pho-
tosynthetic pH levels greatly enhanced
the recovery of algae by sedimentation.
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ROTH, EARL E. (Louisiana State University), ADAMS, W. V., and LINDER,
DONNA: Isolation of Leptospira canicola from skunks in Louisiana. Public Health

Reports, Vol. 76, April 1961, pp. 335-340.

Isolation of Leptospira canicola from
five striped skunks, Mephitis mephitis,
collected in Louisiana establishes a wild-
life source of L. canicola in the United
States that may infect both man and
animals. All five strains were isolated
by direct inoculation of solid mediums
with 10 percent kidney suspension. All
but one strain was obtained in pure cul-
ture by direct inoculation of five types
of semisolid mediums with 10 percent

kidney suspension. Employing the micro-
scopic agglutination test and the agglu-
tinin-absorption test, all five strains
were shown to be homologous with L.
canicola, Hond Utrecht.

Agglutination tests with serums of the
five skunks revealed low but predominant
serotiters for L. canicola. The serum
from one skunk also agglutinated anti-
gens of the hebdomadis serogroup.

DELGADO, GRACIELA, BRUMBACK, C. L., and DEAVER, MARY BRICE (Florida

State Board of Health) : Eating patterns among migrant families.

Reports, Vol. 76, April 1961, pp. 349-355.

A study of the diet patterns of a group
of Negro migrant families living in a
labor camp in Belle Glade, Fla., revealed
a lack of certain groups of protective
foods. It also pointed up the need for
better use of the foods available and for
a wiser selection of foods purchased in
relation to the amount of money spent.

The most significant findings of the
study were the following :

Low consumption of milk and milk
products. However, due to the extensive
use of self-rising flour, the calcium con-
tent of the diets was higher than ex-
pected. Riboflavin content of the diets
was low.

Low consumption of green and yellow
vegetables and low vitamin A content of
the diets.
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Low consumption of citrus and other
fruits and low vitamin C content of the
diets.

Greater consumption of proteins than
of the above-mentioned groups of foods.
However, the amounts of animal protein
eaten by the larger families were too
small to meet the dietary requirements
for the family as a whole. Legumes were
consumed in amounts above those recom-
mended by the Food and Nutrition Board
of the National Research Council. This
raised the iron content of the diets.

Consumption of starches, fats, and
sweets in excess of the recommended
amounts. However, the calorie allowance
in the diets of 80 percent of the families
is low.
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